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Spring 2011 Department News

Jonathan Lunine on departing LPL
(Jonathan Lunine has accepted the position of David C. Duncan Professor of Astronomy at
Cornell.)
Dear LPL friends and colleagues,
As my departure from LPL for Cornell draws near, I would like to briefly reflect on the past and
future of the institution. LPL and the Department of Planetary Sciences together are an
extraordinary place; their historical importance to the field of planetary science cannot be
overstated. The 50th anniversary celebration of LPL provided a chance to consider those
accomplishments, which not by coincidence span the entire history of the planetary exploration
program. Our students have made their own names in the field, profoundly shaping what is
surely one of the most amazing endeavors of modern times. Besides our own former graduate
students, I often encounter other people around the world who worked at or had some
association with LPL, people not familiar but who nonetheless have an influence on space
programs today. (An engineer in Rome at Thales Alenia is my most recent example---he was a
SERC graduate.)
I see LPL's future to be as bright as its past, despite the clear challenges the State's budgetary
and political situations present. Key to LPL's bright future is the ever-renewing nature of a
vibrant academic organization, exemplified by the arrival of new faculty with fresh enthusiasm

and original ideas; a LARGE crop of new graduate students who come to seek the imprimatur
of LPL's faculty through their doctoral degrees; and the opportunities afforded to participate in
or create new programs of research, which bring fresh talent in the form of postdocs, research
scientists, and engineers. LPL's adaptability and camaraderie will serve it well as the
environment around it continues to change.
My move comes not out of a desire to leave LPL, but because this particular new opportunity
was just too enticing. I struggled with my decision, and I am sad to be leaving. Every
opportunity in life comes with a price, and the price of this one is departure from what will
always be my scientific and academic home. After announcing my decision, I was deeply
moved by the kind wishes and goodwill of so many here, especially my senior colleagues
some of whom helped woo me here 27 years ago. I will miss them, along with everything that
is good about the American Southwest...from the wind in the mountain pines to the vast
"empty" spaces of the stark desert floor. More than that need not be said, except the hope that
goodbye really doesn't mean farewell...it only means we will see each other again wherever
we are doing planetary science.
--Jonathan
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