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Kepler's work caused a revolution in thought and science. It marked the
transition in Planetary Astronomy from concepts held for 15 centuries,to the
Newtonian and Laplacian period of universal law and order. Kepler's was the
period of great discoveries of regularit ies, partial solutions, break-throughs,
and of hopes of still greater things to come. He recognized the immense im
plications of his work and upon discovery of his third law, full of emotion,
thanked God for having given him insights that had been withheld from humanity
for 6,000 years.

Our modern times resemble more those of Kepler than those of Newton and
Laplace. It is true that Einstein was a modern Newton; but most of the current
work in scientific exploration deals with advances and new insights in one of
the dozens of sub-disciplines in which Science has divided. Victor Starr has
eloquently shown that Meteorology is in the Kepler era. Much the same can be
said for Planetary Physics. It is a time full of excitement and often very
hard work, in part directed by large and competent teams comprising numerous
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